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Abstract :\Protecting pharmaceutical inngyations by patent protection mechanism and non-patent protection mechanisms
are the current practice in the, European Union. For the innovations of traditional Chinese medicines (TCM) , China has
been exploring a sui genefis,system consonant with the nature of TCM knowledge besides the current intellectual property
protection mechanisms:, The protection system for varieties of TCM in China has been concerned because of its
compliance of TCM,, 1ts function of quasi-intellectual property and its complementarity with patent protection
mechanism. There are similarities with the supplementary protection certificates for medicinal products in the European
Union which is one of the non-patent protection mechanisms. A comparison between them from the aspects of objectives,
subjects of protection, requirements of protection, protection methods should be helpful to the analysis of the feasibility

of the protection system for varieties of TCM in China to be the sui generis system for TCM knowledge, and should also
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be contribute to make clear the key points of its development as the sui generis system for TCM knowledge.

Key words : supplementary protection certificates for medicinal products in the European Union; protection system for

varieties of traditional Chinese medicines in China; innovations; sui generis system; benefit balancing
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